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Two years since our last issue of Edentata, we are happy to resume with the ESG Newsletter, featuring
four very interesting articles, together with a number of news and publication announcements that we
think may be of interest to the members of our specialist group. We thank Brazil’s National Research
Council (CNPq), through its Biodiversity Task Force (Grupo de Trabalho em Biodiversidade), for
the support provided to continue with the publication of this newsletter.

In the previous issue, we invited members to participate in the 1996 IUCN Red List process, reviewing
for the first time the status of every mammal species in the world. We received contributions from a
few members of the group, which resulted in the analysis of all 29 edentate species. We are especially
grateful to Kent Redford, Daniel Brooks, Anthony Rylands and Augustin Iriarte. The results,
incorporated in the 1996 IUCN Red List of Threatened Animals compiled by Jonathan Baillie and
Brian Groombridge, raised from six to eight the number of threatened species: Bradypus torquatus
(endangered), Chaetophractus nationi (vulnerable), Chlamyphorus retusus (vulnerable), Chlamyphorus
truncatus (endangered), Dasypus pilosus (vulnerable), Priodontes maximus (endangered), Tolypeutes
tricinctus (vulnerable), and Myrmecophaga tridactyla (vulnerable). Not a single species was considered
critically endangered. Two species were classified under the lower risk, near threatened category,
while six were considered by the experts as not havin g enough data to permit an adequate assessment
of their status in the wild. The process will, however, continue, on a periodic basis. We thus urge our
members to keep sending suggestions, information and analyses that can contribute to the refinement
and updating of the list, using the ESG as the principal venue for the new proposals.

We continue hoping we can expand membership of the ESG, particularly through the incorporation
of Latin America’s new generation of scientists and conservationists who are increasingly focusing
their work on edentates. We encourage current and prospective members to supply us with the
information requested on the last page of the current issue, so that we can update our current directory
and expand our network of experts. Members and other subscribers are also asked to send us addresses
of individuals or institutions you think would appreciate receiving Edentata.

Hope to hear from you all!

Gustavo A. B. da Fonseca and Médnica Tavares da Fonseca
Editors
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Edentata as a food resource: Subsistence hunting by Xavante Indians, Brazil

Frans Leeuwenberg, Wildlife Biologist
Xavante Association, Pimentel Barbosa

The Xavante and the cerrado

The Xavante are one of the 197 remaining Brazilian Indian
tribes, distributed through about 530 separate communities
in the country. There are six Xavante reservations in the
central west of Brazil, the Reserva Rio das Mortes being
the most traditional. The principal Xavante village is
Etenhiritipa, with approximately 340 people inhabiting
2.200 km? of cerrado. Before contact in 1946 the Xavante
were semi-nomadic and exploited the natural resources
over large areas. The Xavante are hunter-gatherers and
depend on game for 95% and fish for 5% of their food.
Agriculture has always been secondary and less diversified
than traditionally sedentary Indians of the Neotropics. The
Xavante depend strongly on the cerrado wildlife for their
subsistence.

After 1946 colonists flooded into the region and deforested
85% of the natural areas bordering the reservation. The
cerrado was turned into pasture and soya bean plantations.
The Xavante changed from a semi-nomadic lifestyle to a
sedentary one. This change, coupled with the gradual
isolation of the reserve, caused a serious problem for
wildlife. Game populations started declining arcund the
1980’s, and the community sought help remedy the
situation and initiate & more sustainable use of their natural
resources.

The Xavante as hunters

The Xavante are keen hunters, fast, have eagle eyes and
are excellent trackers. However, while the older men are

Table 1, The number of different edentata specics harversted on 33 months
al Xavante village of Etenhiritipd

Taxa Harvest in 33 months
Priodontes maximus 18
Euphractus sexcinctus 138
Cabassous unincfus 2

Dasypus novemcinctits 7

Dasypus septencinctus 14
Tolypeutus spp 24
Myrmecophaga tridactyla 322
Tamandua tetradactyla 18

especially adept at tracking down the giant anteater,
“younger” hunters soon give up (after [0-15 minutes)
because it has a very peculiar and confusing pattern of
feeding and moving around.

In total, the Xavantes use eight edentata species. The hairy
armadiilo and most especially the giant anteater are the
most frequently harvested (see Table 1).

The giant anteater (Myrmecophaga tridactyla)

The giant anteater is heavily hunted, and there is serious
concern as to whether harvest of this species is sustainable.
We collected data on this species, because the Xavante
were interested in knowing whether populations of this
and others species were declining. Since the Xavante are
so dependent on wildlife for animal protein, they were
anxious to secure the viability of their populations.
However, data gathering turned out to be complicated or
even impossible. Ovaries were caten almost immediately
after a kill in the field, and skulls were always seriously
damaged, so biometric data were inconsistent. |
encountered cultural resistence to collecting data for the
determinaticn of animal densities, because the hunters
wished only to hunt and were not prepared to merely count
the animals. Compensating hunters who participated in
censusing populations with food did not work because
hunters or their families preferred game. It is presently
impossible to collect data on reproduction and density as
hunting pressure continues to be high: In 2,200 km* of
the Xavante reservation, 93 giant anteaters were harvested
in 1991 during 11 months; 122 individuals in 1992 in 12
months; and 155 individuals in 1993 in 12 months.

Imporiance of Edentata

Weights could only be taken for Euphractus sexcinctus,
and Myrmecophaga tridactyla. Edentates play an
important role as a food resource, comprising 22% of the
biomass of game meat annually consumed . The giant
anteater (Myrmecophaga tridactyla) is the most important,
comprising 20% of the total biomass consumption per year.
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However, the majority of the smaller edentata were
incompletely reported in the village. For these species
weights were taken from literature, whenever possible from
samples originating form cerrado habitats.

Dasypus sp., Cabassous sp., Priodontes maximus, and
Myrmecophaga tridactyla. No special data were
gathered, as these were consumed soon after the kil
ar collected in very small numbers,

Euphractus sexcinctus. No clearly juvenile animals were
reported. Mean weight was 5.57 kg (N=7)

Mymecophaga tridactyla. Of the total harvest of 322 in
33 months, 42 brute weights were taken, Nine
individuals weighed below 20 kg and were not
considered in the mean weight calculation. Mean 33.6
kg (N=33). The mean weight of males was 36.4 (22-
50 kg, N = 10) and females 32.4 kg (21-47 kg, N=23).

The question of giant anteater hunting

The yearly harvest of giant anteater would appear to be
high in the Xavante reservation. Lack of data on population
density and reproduction makes it impossible, however,
to relate the harvest to such parameters.

In order to see whether hunting of the giant anteater is
sustainable, we used a number of indicators, wich
combined should help determine whether or not hunting
is sustainable.

When calculating the potential harvest using the quotient
of Banse and Moscher (1982), we came to a value of 0.08-
0.16 individuals per km®. The observed harvest in the
reservation was 0.16, 0.14 and 0.13 per km® in 1991, 1992
and 1993 respectively, which depending on the carrying
capacity of the area, is close to or above the maximum
potential harvest.

During the three years, the sex-ratio was 1 male to 1.46
females. When splitting these data per year we come to a
sex-ratio 1:1.8 (N=47) in 1991: 1:1.1 animals is derived
from the sex ratio of 241 individuals of known sex which
were harvested. The sex ratio for the latter was 1:1.47,
The ratio in favor of the females may be an indicator of
high hunting pressure, but we have no references of sex-
ratios in areas without or with little hunting.

The change in hunting success, measured as the harvest
per 1000 hunter days, could very well be an indicator of
whether the species is declining. If it is declining and the
hunting effort is the same, hunling success will show a
decrease. The hunting success was 51, 82 and 47 per 1000
hunter days in 1991, 1992 and 1993, respectively. As the
hunting range changed during these years, the increase in
1992 could reflect the fact that the area of 1992 was lightly
hunted in the past (which in fact was not the case) or that
the capacity of that area is considerably higher than other
sub-regions.

Request for help, studies by students

We expect to continue collecting hunting data and
hopefully obtain data on the relative abundance of the
species. We will be monitoring 24 transects for tracks and -
sightings of wildlife, and hope to have sufficient data in
1-2 years to estimate population densities, If the Xavante
community accepts students from outside, good data could
be gathered on population densities and distributions,
However, the working conditions will be rough and
logistics complicated. The study area and the giant anteater
could be extremely interesting as the focus of a graduate
thesis. However any such study would need to incorporate
practical applications that can be used by the Xavante for
the management of their game species.

Survey of the Xenarthrans inhabiting Po¢o das Antas Biological Reserve

W. J. Loughry and Colleen M. McDounough

Department of Biology, Valdosta State University, Valdosta, GA, U.S.A. 31698-0015. Phone: 912-333-5759, Fax: 912-

333-7389, E-mail: jloughry @grits.valdosta.peachnet.edu

Introduction

The Atlantic coastal rainforest of Brazil is one of the most
endangered ecosystems in the world, with less than 5%
remaining (Mori ef al., 1981). It is critical to assess the
biodiversity of this system immediately, before further
forests are lost and the inevitable extinction of their species,
To this end, we conducted a survey of the xenarthrans at
the Pogo das Antas Biological Reserve in the state of Rio
de Janeiro. Pogo das Antas is located approximately 70
km north of Rio de Janeiro and contains large patches of
Atlantic coastal rainforest (Kleiman et al., 1986). The
reserve has been the focus of conservation efforts directed
particularly at the golden-lion tamarir_lj_ Leontopithecus

rosalia (Kleiman et al., 1986). However, almost no data
exist on the xenarthrans occurring in the reserve. Qur
survey was designed to provide such data and generate a
clearer picture of potential conservation needs for this

group,
Methods

Pogo das Antas is 5200 ha in size and consists primarily
of steep hills separated by narrow valleys. There are four
main habitat types (Camargo, 1996): 1) mata, or Atlantic
coastal rain forest, 2) grassland, consisting primarily of
Imperata brasiliensis and/or Melinus minultifiora, 3)
disturbed woodland, which contains some grass but is
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primarily dominated by the tree Grouchimatia polimorpha,
and 4) swamp. The first three habitats are found on the
slopes of hills, while swamps are restricted to the valleys.

We surveyed the reserve on 108 days between 20 January
and 1 June, 1996, for a total of 958 hours of observation.
Surveys were conducted during the day and night (using
miner’s headlamps) by walking along roads or trails in
the reserve. We used a large net attached to a 1.5 m pole
to capture any xenarthrans sighted during these surveys.
We also attempted to capture armadillos by placing traps
in the mouths of apparently active burrows. Once captured,
all animals were sexed, weighed, aged (as cither juveniles
or adults on the basis of body weight, see McDonough,
1994; Loughry and MacDonough, 1996), measured (see
Loughry ad MacDonough, 1996), and a small piece of
one ear was removed with an ear notcher for genetic
studies. The time of capture and the type of habitat in
which the animal was caught were also recorded. For
animals that were sighted but not caught, we recorded
species, time of sighting, type of habitat, age (based on
body size), and sex (if the genitaiia were visible).

Pogo das Antas is the primary site of the Smithsonian
Institution’s study of the endangered golden-lion tamarin
(e.g., Baker er al. , 1993; Dietz and Baker, 1993; Kleiman
et al, 1986). There are typically 2-3 people on the reserve
following groups of these monkeys 5-6 days of every week.
As an additional source of data, we requested that they
report any sightings of xenarthrans to us. When sightings
were reported, we obtained the time of day and location of
the animal, its size (for age determination) and the species.

Results

We captured a total of 43 xenarthrans at Pogo das Antas.
In what follows, we describe our findings for each species
separately.

Dasypus novemcinctus: nine-banded armadillo, “tatu-
galinha”

This species was the most abundant xernarthran at Pogo
das Antas. We observed 121 animals during the course of
our study. We were able to capture 37 animals (16 adult
males, 6 adult females, 9 juvenile males, 4 juvenile females;
and 2 carcasses of juveniles were found that could not be
sexed). The overall sex-ratio in this population was
strongly male-biased (Binomial test, P = 0.008), but only
for adults (P = 0.026; for juveniles PP = 0.125). D.
novemcinctus was observed at least once in all habitat
types, but was most common in forest and disturbed
woodlands and extremely rare in grassland. The
distribution of sightings was significantly different from
random (Chi-square = 27.22, P < 0.005, d.f. = 3), even
when data from grasslands were omitted (Chi-square =
7.71, P < (1.03, d.f. = 2), suggesting some habitat preference
in this species.

Dasypus septemcinctus: seven-banded armadillo, “tatuf”

We captured three individuals (2 adult males, 1 juvenile
female) of this species, all in either grassland or disturbed
woodland habitats. We probably sighted at least 2-3 more,
all in the same types of habitats. However, ). septemcinctus
is very similar in appearance to juvenile D. novemcinctus,
and so visual identification at a distance is very difficult,
and we suspect it may be more abundant than the data
would indicate.

Cabassous unicinctus: southern naked-tailed armadillo,
“tatu-rabo-mole”

We caught one adult male of this species in swamp/
disturbed habitat. A sighting of a second individual in
swamp/grassland habitat was reported to us. The individual
we captured was resighted on two later occasions, on both
occasions in swamp habitat, with a distance of about 800m
between the first and last sightings.

Euphractus sexcinctus: yellow armadillo, “tatu-peba”

We saw no individuals of this species on the reserve,
although it used to occur there. Dr. J. Dietz collected the
carapace of a juvenile in 1983 (which is now at the Poco
das Antas Education Center) and people associated with
the golden-lion tamarin project reported seeing them
occasionally into the late 1980's. It is currently assumed
that they are locally extinct, although a juvenile female
that had been hit by a car in Macaé was released onto the
reserve in May, 1996.

Tamandua tetradactyla: southern tamandua, “tamandua-
colete”

We captured a juvenile female of this species in a stand of
bamboo. By using color patterns on the tail, we were able
to identify three more individuals (all adults). Two of these
animals were also in, or next to, a stand of bamboo, while
the other was in swamp habitat.

Bradypus torquatus: maned three-toed sloth, “preguiga-
preta”

We did not capture any maned sloths. However, members
of the golden-lion tamarin project reported seeing two
individuals during the time of our study. Both were located
high in trees in the mata.

Discussion

Our survey suggests that the only abundant xenarthran at
Pogo das Antas is D. novemcinctus. However, even soit is
not as abundant as it is in populations studied in the United
States (Loughry and McDonough, unpublished data). Such
low numbers could be due to one or more of the following:
(1) Hunting: Although illegal, hunting does still occur
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on the reserve and may significantly impact armadillo
abundance, Indeed, former hunters told us that hunting
was what probably led to the presumed extinction of E.
sexcinctus. (2) Predation: Increased predation of
xenarthrans at Pogo das Antas could generate lower
abundances, however, the numbers of potential predators
in the U. S. and at Pogo das Antas do not appear to be
dramatically different. However, we do not have the data
on predator-caused mortality at each site that are needed
to evaluate this hypothesis. (3) Competition: D.
novemcinctus is the only xenarthran found in the U. S.
and, as such, presumably has few close competitors for
food. Pogo das Antas contains a number of xenarthrans as
well as other species (e.g., agoutis, Dasyprocta agouti,
pacas, Ageuti paca, and capybara, Hydrochaeris
hydrochaeris) that may all compete for similar resources,
thus lowering abundances. (4) Intrinsic rarity: Some
species (e.g., D. sepremcinctus, C. unicinctus, B. torquatus)
are reported to be rare throughout their range (Emmons,
1990; Eisenberg, 1989; Redford and Eisenberg, 1992), so
large numbers of individuals may not be expected.

D. novemeinctus is the most abundant xenarthran on the
reserve and it appears to prefer forests and disturbed
woodlands over other habitats. We censused armadillo
burrows on the reserve (McDonough and Loughry,
unpublished data) and found more burrows in forest than
anywhere else, Thus, it appears that D. novemcinctus may
spend most of its time underground in the forest, moving
out to feed at night in other areas (e.g., swamps, which
are probably too wet to be suitable for burrow construction
but which provide rich supplies of food). D. novemcinctus
is the largest armadillo present on the reserve. Currently,
it is not known if competition with ). novemcinctus forces
the smaller species {D. septemcinctus and C. unicinctus)
into grassland/disturbed woodland. However, given that
these areas seem to be the only ones in which these rarer
species are found, the current program of reforestation at
Pogo das Antas could lead to the extinction of these species
from the reserve.
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Armadillos del noroeste argentino (Provincias de Jujuy y Salta)

Sergio F. Vizcaino

Departamento Cientifico Paleontologia de Vertebrados, Facultad de Ciencias Naturales y Museo de La Plata, Paseo del

Bosque s/n, 1900 La Plata, Argentina.
Abstract

Data on the presence of species, abundance and habitat
association of armadillos from Northwestern Argentina

were collected during two field seasons in 1988. Four of
the eight previously cited species were recorded. Among
them, Tolypeutes matacus showed a well defined
association to xeric habitats. Dasypus yepesi and
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Euphractus sexcinctus were present from the xeric lowland
environments to the humid mountain forests.
Chaetophractus vellerosus, although typical of dry
environments, was recorded in the same habitats as D.
yepesi and E. sexcinctus but was apparently very scarce.

Introduction

Los estudios sobre la asociacion de los armadillos con el
ambiente que habitan son pocos y aislados y, si bien se
cuenta con cierta cantidad de informacién acerca de sus
distribuciones geograficas, poco es lo que se sabe respecto
de sus exigencias ecol6gicas. En este sentido, el noroeste
argentino es una regién interesantc pues en un drea
relativamente pequefia se da la conjuncién de tres dominios
biogeogrificos representados por una gran variedad de
hébitats y de zonas ecotonales (Cabrera y Willink, 1973).
Esta condici6n de variedad ambiental se haila determinada
en gran parte por la topografia regional, con un relieve
montafioso de pendientes pronunciadas que determina
marcadas variaciones altitudinales de temperatura, presién,
humedad y precipitaciones. Las lluvias dependen ademds
de 1a orientacién de las laderas con respecto a los vientos
dominantes del este, de modo que las laderas orientales
reciben fuertes 1luvias estivales a medida que el viento
gana altura y se enfria, mientras que las cumbres mds altas
y las laderas occidentales reciben vientos secos que han
perdido su humedad durante el ascenso por el lado oriental.

Durante los meses de junio y noviembre de 1988 se
realizaron trabajos de campo en la regién, en los que se
recorrié una extensa zona de los departamentos de
Ledesma, Valle Grande y Santa Biarbara (Provincia de
Jujuy) y Orén (Provincia de Salta), visitando numerosas
localidades ubicadas a diferentes aliitudes y en distintas
unidades de habitat. También, se efectud una transecta de
aproximadamente 150 kilémetros entre 1as localidades de
Humahuaca (Departamento Humahuaca, Jujuy, 3000
msnm) y San Ramén de la Nueva Orén (Departamento de
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Figura 1. Localidades en el drea de estudio. Ver numeracidn en Tabla 1.

Orén, Salta, 500 msnm), atravesando la Serrania de
Aparzo por el Abra Chisca (4000 msnm) y la Sierra de
Zenta por el Abra de Zenta (4400 msnm), limite entre las
dos provincias (figura 1). En la tabla 1 puede verse un
listado de las localidades, su ubicacion geogréfica, altitud
sobre el nivel del mar y las unidades de habitat a la que
Jepresentan.

Los armadillos constituyen una importante ¥ tradicional
fuente de proteinas en la dieta de los lugarefios, quienes
usualmente los capturan para su consumo. Es comin que
retengan las corazas, a las que les dan distintas utilidades,
y partes del esqueleto, restos que permiten realizar la
identificacion especifica con facilidad. La interaccién con
los habitantes de pueblos y caserfos permitié recuperar
numerosos ejemplares, asi como importante informacién-
sobre el ambiente del que proceden. Aquellos ejemplares
gue presentaron un estado de conservacién aceptable
fueron depositados en el Museo-de La Plata.

Caracterizacion de habitats

Para la clasificacién de los habitats se sigue el criterio de
Cabrera (1976), quien reconoce para la zona:

Tabla 1. Sinopsis de la ubicacién geogréfica, altilud y ambientes de las
localidades de muestreo.

Ref. Localidad Altitud  Ubicacién Hibitat
msnm  (Dto; Provincia)

1 LaEstreila 600 Salta; Salta Bx

2 Arroyo Puntade Agua 640 Sta. Bdrbara; Jujuy  Bx

3 Islas Chicas 720 Sta. Barbara; Jujuy  Bx

4  Real delos Toros 770 Sia. Bérbara; Jujuyy  Bx

5  IslasGrandes 620 Sta. Bérbara; Jujuy  Bx

6  PuestoNuevo 620 Sta. Barbara; Jujuy  Bx

7 LaQuinta 660 Sta. Barbara; Jujuy  Bx

8  Laguna San Miguel [ 600 Sta. Barbara; Jujuy  Bx

9  Laguna San Miguel I 600 Sta.Barbara; Jujuy  Bx

10 Laguna San Miguellll 600 Sta. Bdrbara; Jujuyy  Bx

11 ElPalmar 600  Sta, Bérbara; Jujuy  Bx

12 San Andrés 1800 Orén; Salta Bx

13 Amoye Saladillo 770  Ledesma; Jujuy Bx

14 Finca“LaMauricia” I 500 Ledesma; Jujuy Bx/SL

15 Finca"LaMauricia” 11 500 Ledesma; Sujuy Bx/St

16 Lapachal 640 Sta. Bdrbara; Jujuy Bx/St

17 Finca“LaRealidad” 440 Ledesma; Jujny St

I8 EiQculto 700 Orén; Salta St

19  ElCaulario I 9400 Ledesma; Jujuy Sm

20 ElCaulario II 940 Ledesma; Jujuy Sm

21  Los Sauces 1300 Ledesma; Jujuy Sm

22 ElAlo 1200 Ledesma; Jujuy Sm

23 Normental 1090 Ledesma; Jujuy Sm

24 Normentall 1090 Ledesma; Jujuy Sm

25  Arrayanat 1020 Ledesma; Jujuy Sm

26 RioJordin 1500 Ledesma; Jujuy Sm

27 Las Maromas 1100  Orén; Sala Sm

28 RioSan Andrés 800 Ordn;Salla - Sm

29  SanFrancisco 1560 Ledesma; Jujuy Bm/Bx
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Dominio_Andipo-Patagénico:

a) Vegetacién altoandina, por encima de los 3000 msnm,
cuya comunidad clfmax es la estepa de gramineas como
Festuca orthophylla, Festuca chrysophilla'y Poa
gimnantha. El clima es frio todo el afio y las
precipitaciones se producen en forma de nieve o granizo

Dominig Chaquefio:

b) Prepuna, por encima de los 1000 msnm . El clima es
cdlido y seco, con Iluvias exclusivamente estivales.
Predomina la vegetacién arbustiva, baja y esparcida.

c) Bosque xeréfilo chaquerio, caducifolio, con un estrato
de gramineas, cactdceas y bromelidceas terrestres. Las
lluvias ocurren entre noviembre y marzo y la
temperatura media anual es de 20 a 23° C.

Dominio Amazénico (Provincia de las Yungas):

d} Bosque montano. Se desarrolla entre los 1200 hasta
les 2500 msnm, su clima es algo frio y presenta nevadas
en la estacién himeda. Predominan el pino
(Podocarpus parlatorei), el aliso { Alnus jorullensis)
y la quefioa (Polylepis australis).

e) Selva montana, en las laderas orientales de las
montafias. Se desarrolia entre los 550 y 1600 msnm.
Es casi impenetrable por su densidad, con drboles que
superan los 30 m de altura. Entre los meses de
diciembre y mayo se halla constantemente cubierta por
las nubes.

f) Selva de transicién. Entre los 350 y 500 msnm, esta
selva se desarrolla en las zonas llanas y montafias bajas,
con 4rboles de entre 20 y 30 m de altura y un estrato
arbustivo de cerca de 2 m. La precipitacién es de entre
700 y 1000 mm anuales.

Resultados
Tolypeutes matacus “Quirquincho bola”

Esta especie es tipica de 1a regidn chaqueiia desde el sudeste
de Bolivia y sur de Mato Grosso en Brasil, hasta el noroeste
de la Provincia de Buenos Aires en Argentina (Wetzel,
1982). En la zona estudiada se registraron 18 ejemplares,
exclusivamente en ambientes de bosque xeré6filo
{localidades 1, 2, 3, 4, 7 y 11, un ejemplar en cada una;
localidad 5, tres ejemplares; localidad 6, dos ejemplares y
localidad 13, cuatro ejemplares) o ecotono bosque xeréfilo/
selva de transicién (localidades 14, un ejemplar y 16, dos
ejemplares) siempre con menos de 700 mm de
precipitacién anual.

Chaetophractus vellerosus “Piche Hordén”

La distribucién de esta especie incluye centro y sur de
Bolivia, oeste de Paraguay y norte y centro-oeste de
Argentina (Wetzel, 1982), en ambientes dridos y
semidridos con suelos arenocsos y vegetacién xeréfila
(Cartini y Vizcaino, 1987). Solamente cuatro ejemplares
fueron colectados por nosotros. Dos de ellos en bosque
xerdfilo (localidad 5), uno en selva de transicién (localidad
17) y el restante en selva montana (localidad 24).

Euphractus sexcinctus “gualacate o gualincho”
p g g

La distribucidn de esta especie comprende segin Wetzel
(1582} las savanas al sur de Surinam y las adyacentes de
Pard (Pert), el Mato Grosso v las tierras altas de Brasil,
Uruguay, Paraguay, norte de Argentina y Sud-esie de
Bolivia. Se reunieron ocho ejemplares, provenientes del
bosque xerdfilo (localidades 2,3,5,9 y 13, un ejemplar por
localidad}, la selva de transicién (localidad 17, un
ejemplar) y la selva montana (localidades 19 y 25, un
ejemplar en cada una),

Dasypus yepesi “mulita”

Esta especie fue reconocida por Vizeaino (1995) e incluye
especimenes previamente asignados a D. mazzai (Yepes,
1933; Cabrera, 1957; Qlrog, 1976, 1979), D. hybridus,
D. septemcinctus y D. novemcinctus (Wetzel y Mondolfi,
1979). Su distribucién esté sélo confirmada para la regién
considerada en este trabajo. Se registraron 18 ejemplares,
de los cuales 6 correspondieron al bosque xeréfilo
(localidad 11, cinco ejemplares; y localidad 12, un
ejemplar), dos al ecotono bosque xeréfilo/selva de
transicién (localidades 14 y 15), seis ala selva de transicion
(cinco ejemplares en la localidad 17 y uno en la 19), y los
cinco restantes a la selva montana (localidades 19, 22 y
23, un ejemplar en cada una y localidad 28, dos
ejemplares).

Discusion

Otras especies mencionadas para la regién no fueron
registradas. Chaetophractus nationi fue citada para la puna
argentina por Cabrera (1957). Wetzel (1985) desestima la
presencia en la regidén de esta especie, a la que considera
como una probable subespecie de C. vellerosus. Estas
especies no fueron obtenidas por nosotros en las zonas de
vegetacidn altoandina en las que tedricamente habitarian,
probablemente debido a su baja densidad y a que no existen
asentamientos humanos estables que puedan proveer
material o informacidn sobre los armadillos de ese hébitat.
Tampoco se encontraron D. hybridus, D. septemcinctus y
D. novemcinctus. Sin embargo, ejemplares de D.
novemcinctus procedentes de Tabacal {(Dto. de Oran, Salta)
depositados en el Museo Argentino de Ciencias Naturales,
sefialan la posibilidad de la presencia de esta especie en el
drea consideradada, fundamentalmente en el bosque
xeréfilo y su ecotono con la selva de transicién.
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