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THE BRAZILI AN THREE-BAN DED ARMADILLO 
Tot YPEUTES TR/CINCTUS IN MARANHAO 

The ong1nnl d1SHibu1ion of the reccnth n:d1$covered 
Bn:111 han I hrce·b~nded umadillo Tul~p;ut~s tr/c/n~/lls 
(Santos~~ a/, 1994) 1sbroadl} dc>mbedas northeastern 
Bra11l. "11b the t)pe loc:tht} des1gn:ued as Pernambuco 
(Sanborn I •no: Cabrera. 19.S7-61) Th1s arllllldillo is 
satd 10 be cndemtc of the Cnnunga ecosystem. u 
~enunnd thorn) scrub formntton that covers most pan 
or the uortheast regiou. 11cst of Parnaiba river. into 
the northern part or Minus Gerais in the southeast 
(Fon,ecn ~~ nl • 1994). The spec:les range Is not all 
clear due to the search} of Jpecl111ens In the world's 
museums (Wetzel. 1985. Stlva & Oren. 1993; Santos 
~~a/, 1994) In tbts note I descttbe the occurrence or 
T. trlclnctus'" the Sl31e or Maranhao an nrca USUIII) 
rcltllrded outstdc the spcctcs range 

A mnmnml survey conducted tn Mtrador State Park. 
Mtrndor coumy (6•10'·6°42'5, 44°4J'S·4S•34'W). 
Mn rn11h!lo, i11 1990·9 1 rcvenlcd the former occurrence 
ofT trtc/nctus itt the nrcn (Ollvci rn, 1993). T he Park 
IS located between nvcrs Alpercatns and ltapccuru, In 
the south-centrnl portion or the state, covering no 
orca or appro~irnatcly SOO,OOU ha The area consists 
ora rclau,el} opcn(prcdonunantl))anddoscd savanna 
There arc rcstncted galle<) forests along water streams 
domtMtcd b) the buriti palm (\lnurtl/ofluuosn) In 
the count) urea outs1de Park boundaries tlterc arc 
extensive dectduous forests The central pnrt of the 
Park cornprisesu major plateau" llh n scnei of forested 
cnn) ons Average maxunum and m1nimum temperature 
vu1cs between 3l-33•C and 19·2l•C. respectiVely. 
Annual prccip11ntio11 is nppro~•matcl) 1,200 mm, and 
is htghly seasonal (Oiivc1ra. 1991) 

The record or T trtcrnc/11> (or Mtmdor did not come 
from a II\ c specimen, but from a <cnes of rcporu of a 
" tatu bola" that once lived 1n the nren The accurnc) 
o( the informnuon \\M unqucSIIOIIIIble due to the 
prec1se morpholosicnl and ccologlcnl de~criptlons of 
this armndtllo made by severn I area residents, including 
park rnngers 

The spcctes status w>U constdcrcd "poss1bl) exunct". 
as no currcntiDdicatJon of its presence was available 
(Oih eir.l. tn press). Kol'e\cr, there 1s one slight 
posstbtlit) that the species could still sun·in: in the 
Para.. The nrC;~ is considcmbl) big, and some paru are 
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c..~t rcmel) hard to access Bes1des, the sune) \\U not 
e\lensl\e, and no specifieefTon ""' de\otcd to find T 
trlclnctu• Probabihues could Increase becausl' the 
species hns been observed m deciduous forest else" here 
(Sliva&. Oren, 1993) II il rclc\nnt to mention that 
the dcctduous forest found 111 ·peripheral depressions· 
or the more clc•rnted sectors or the Brn1ihnn Plnteuu 
(Ab'Snbcr, 19U) described us the hnbttat for the 
spec1cs '" Bah1a (S1Iva & Oren 1993) ore found 1n 
Mtrador Mean" lnle. 1f sull extant. T tricrnctu> 
present and future sun rval In netghbonng/adJaeent 
areas outs1dc the Park m1ght not be good. as <oull1 
Maranhao is becoming an imporuntarca for so• bean 
CUitl\011011 In fact. tillS pnn O( the Stale hns been 
dcscnbcd a!! the 'golden lields" ofl\.lamnh.to c.M.1~rcnbns 
1991 ). T trtclrrctu•' denuse 111 the Park ilfen. as 
everywhere else. was a consequence or overhunting 
Loculs reported that unhnul~ \\Crl) ens il)' cnptured b) 
hands nnd thot their mcnl \\,H apprectnted S1l"n &. 
Oren (1991) hnve noted the $.:lllle tn thestntc of Balun 

Whether or not the spcc1es IS e~t1nc1 111 the Park it 's 
former presence there IS ~tl) tnteresung liS 11 \\Ould 
be the ri~t1ecord e:tst ofPnrn~tb.t mer, and csp«1.1ll) 
because 111s the first record for the Cermdo (sa• anna) 
eCOS)'~Ielll. This lindi11g \UJ:I:C\1< lbnt T triCIIIctus j' 
no( restricted to the Cnntin11n ccos)$1Cnt , or at lwst 
wns not htstoricnll~ E•·cn though this nrmndlllo wn& 
found in deciduous forest (lhnt could c\lcnd i11 to the 
Cerrado a reas). Sih ll & Oren ( 1991) considered rt as 
a n endem1c or the Caatlnga The) ba~cd tlus on the 
BSSumpllon that, from the nortMIC \ICWpotnl. lhe 
uoptcal deCiduous forcs1s ofccntral-nonheastern Bmz1l 
belonged to the Cailttnga Oom~m (Andradc-ltma 
1981) NC\·crtheless.tn M.trndorloculsrcponed c:tptunng 
T trrctnctrrs 111 savannas (no reference were made on 
tlteonirnnl being round 111 forested nre~s) A prcllnunn') 
bota nical survey suggested 111111 tho Pat k has a typical 
Cc1 rndo formntion wit h no innucnce of the Cantingn 
formation Futurecxpedllionsshould be mndeto \erif) 
if the spcctcs IS suit C\13111 In the ~~•annns and 
deciduous forcsu of M.uanh:ro 

Other arrnadtllos found 111 Mtrudor St;uc Part.. 1neludc 
DO.f)pu.qept~mctnctus, D nn•·~mrtnctus, ellphrnctu.• 
s~xclnctu~"· CabnS~inltl' un1ctnc. ttt.) ond Prlodont~J 
mnx/mus. fhe latter IS also possibly Cl\ltnct. as the last 
record ts from the mtd·otghues COitvclra, m press> 
D ttovcmclnctus. [!;._ -s~xclllt:lll.\ nnd C lullclnctu~ 
seen to be common, and should represent a slgntficant 
part of the mammalian bion1.1ss (pcrs obs.). 

Tadeu Gomu de Olheir:a, Dep.mamento de Qu1mica e 
Biologsn, Unl\·crsidadc Estndu.ll do MaranMo. CantpttS 
Um•crsltMio Paulo VI, 6SIISS S;to Luts M.A Brntl! 
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StTUACJON DE CONSERVACION, BIOLOGIA Y 

ECOLOGIA DE CHLAMYPHORUS TRUNCATUS 

E:t prchl ciego parupcano (.,'11/am.vplroru., truncatu.< el 

un cdcJtlatlo endemiC<> de In rcgr6n cenl rnl de Argenllna. 
y uno de los nmmi£cros subccrrAneos me nos conocidos 
La nctuBI siluaci6n de conservacion de lu cspccic ~ 
cncucnlrn en est ado ;cmicritico HcniOJ podldoobscrvar 
una dismi nucion irnporuntecn b$ pobl~c:iones origmalts 
y crccmos que In cspccic sc cncucmro en cstado 
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precano. Los avistnJCS de campo que huce 1() anos 
cr:to frccuentcs han drsnnnurdo considcrablcmente. 
aunquc no podcmos dllrdmoscuantnativos. En rcfercncrn 
n su brologra csturnos sigurondo es1udros. con tnuch3$ 
drficultadcs. dada Ia alia labihdad do m3ntottiruiento 
de ospccimcnes en cauuvcrio. Sobre su alimcnl3cr6o 
hemos deccrminado que en algunos casos son ens{ 
cxclusiva.mcncc consurnldorcs de bormigas, pero on 
muchos otros c:-onsumcn una diversidad consldornble 
de larvns de eoleapterOs) ocros invcrtcbrndos, 3unque 
p:ucccn prcf<lrir las hormigas, de acuerdo a IGS .1rutlisl5 
de csconrngos obcenidos De todas ruancrns 11ue11tro 
cri1crio es que se 1ra1a de una e11pecic: eu scrlo pcli !,'TO, 

cspcctalnlento cuundo numcntnn Ins poblncioncs de 
ptcdndores cnln 1:onu que ocup3 y qnc cadn vez parecc 
constrcnrrse mds hncin cl ~entro oeste de Ia ArgcnlmH 
Sus problemas de gran labiJrdad tcrmoregulnronn aun 
son una inc6gnha dJOctl de dcscncronar, debrdo a In 
cast imposrbilldad de manccner nnrmalcs vivos pam 
su cscudio 

VIrgilio G. Rnlg . IADfZA • CRlCYT Unldnd de 
Zoologin y Ecologla Animal, Casllln de: Corrco 5()7 
SSOO Mendoza, Argentina E-m.1il ntcricyl@eriba.cdu 3r. 

CHAETOPHRAC1US NATfONIIN THE APPENDIX 
II OF CITES ? 

Tire BSG ha.~ received corrcpondcnec frorn Dr Augustlu 
lriartc:. from lhc Dcpartmcnl or Rcncwnble Natural 
Resources or Chile. asking for information ~nd olher 
subsidies for a pro.Jcc:j" hlchnims to include Clraetopltmctu.f 
nat/on/in the Appendix II ofthc CITES Convention. 
This annadillo rs apparenLiy under heavy pressure, 
and recent surveys h:tve dccrec1cd over 500 specimens 
in Sanllngo and in other Chilean girt sbops. Dr. 
Inane rs preparing :r proposa.l to that cffccl, co be 
prescn1cd In the ncx1 mcccingofthc parh~to CITES 
in 1997 The ESG would therefore npprccioce it it yon 
could send pcniuent iuformatlcrn fC!J:ardlng C. nnllnnl 
and oUIDr Chilean, Peruvian and Bolivian armadillos. 
directly to Dr lriartc: (Servicio Agricola 'I Gnnndcto 
• Av Bulnes. 1-10 • Sanciago, Chile -Fax II 562-699· 
2778). 
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1'he Funda~o Brodiversnas has mo\•ed llS offices As 
o!26th June 1995, choir address is the followrng. Av. 
Concomo 91 SS, II" andar, 301 I 0-IJO Bclo Horizontc, 
MG, Braz.il. Tel. (OJ!) 291·9673. Fax: (OJI)29l· 
7653. 
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